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Editorial 


We are always averse to indulging in any controversy that involves 
the booksellers. At the Brighton Conference a well-known represen- 
tative of the Booksellers’ Association delivered an address in which 
he asked for the co-operation of booksellers and librarians. Our 
present President, Mr. Jast, assured him on behalf of the meeting 
that it will be forthcoming whenever possible. In America the 
Association of Booksellers works in the closest harmony with the 
libraries, using their publications, and booksellers and libraries 
mutually advertise and otherwise assist each other. It is rather 
painful to read in The Publishers’ Circular, which may or may not 
represent British booksellers as a whole, that the Editor regards 
libraries as an expensive method of disseminating fiction which ought 
to be bought by readers; that libraries interfere with and com 
with booksellers in a disastrous manner, and more to the same eff 
*x * ~ * 


We suppose that the bookselling trade has developed as much 
as any other trade in this country in the past century. It is no longer 
the hand to mouth business that it used to be. There is a large race 
of readers which buys books. Librarians know, in spite of all the 
nonsense we have quoted, that their work has been responsible 
largely for this book-buying public. Librarians will continue to 
encourage their readers to possess their own books. If this appears 
to be suicidal to our bookselling friends, we can only say that we do 
not think so. No real lover of books ever can get too many books. 
The best book buyers are the best library users; that is a paradox, 
but, nevertheless a truth. For The Publishers’ Circular to obje& 
because the Manchester Libraries Committee sends a book van into 
its lowlier or more sparsely populated distriéts is merely to be self- 
Stultifying. That van is helping to create readers, and only readers 
are potential bookbuyers; certainly non-readers are not. 


* * * * 


We note that The Manchester Guardian has been pursuing an 
enquiry into the effect of broadcasting upon reading. It quotes 
the opinions of a number of librarians. From these we can only 
deduce our opinion that very little that is trustworthy is known by 
librarians upon this subject. Any librarian conduéting a large library 
can only know the effeéts of any movement upon reading by keeping 
Statistics of a period before that movement came into being and 
a period during and even after its continuance. This sort of 
experiment Mr. Berwick Sayers is trying to conduct with the help of 
the librarians of a selected number of libraries, and it is hoped that 
the results of the enquiry may be available at Cheltenham. 


* * * 


The National Central Library now possesses its Royal Charter. 
In a few months it will enter upon a new phase of existence in much 
more commodious and equally accessible premises in Tottenham 
Court Road. An assistant to take charge of the bibliographical 
information section has been appointed. Like most other libraries, 
that National Central Library has over-run its space, and this new 
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development will greatly facilitate its work. So far as public libraries 
are concerned, we would urge their librarians to consider whether 
their committees should not be encouraged to co-operate more 
generously than now. In Brown’s Manual a subscription of £5 for 
every 50,000 of the population is given as a reasonable contribution 
for a libraries committee to make. We fear that the Editor greatly 
over-estimated the generosity of the average library authority. Yet 
the Government Commission which recently considered the matter 
was distin@ly of opinion that public libraries should make larger 
contributions to the National Central Library. 


* 


* 


The Liverpool Libraries Committee has again distinguished 
itself by promoting a member of its staff after advertising the position. 
The Deputy Librarianship of Liverpool has been given to the 
Superintendent of Branches there; a gentleman who well deserves 
his promotion and who has our best wishes for his happiness in this 
important post. It may be argued that the Libraries Committee were 
not aware of his suitability for the position until they had tested his 
qualifications in comparison with those of others. This seems to 
us to be a poor explanation of why so many librarians have been 
again put to the trouble and expense of applying for a Liverpool post. 
When the Chief Librarian was appointed the same farce was enacted. 
Moreover, since Mr. James Ross was appointed a Branch Librarian 
at Liverpool more than sixteen years ago, no outsider has ever been 
appointed to the Libraries Staff there. We hope the Liverpool 
authorities will have the courage of their convictions and appoint 
from their own Staff in future, if that is their intention. 


* 


* 


An interesting account of the progress of the Library Association 
in 1930 is dealt with in one of the detailed sections in the Seventeenth 
Annual Report of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, just published. 
The Library Association, it appears, has continued to strengthen its 
position on the lines laid down at the Jubilee Conference in Edinburgh 
in 1927 under the presidency of Lord Elgin. The absorption in 
January of the Association of Assistant Librarians is the most impor- 
tant single event of the year, but it is also satisfactory that during the 
year the Scottish Library Association has decided to join the Associa- 
tion. The result of these two amalgamations is that, apart from the 
Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux and the 
Library Association of Ireland, there is now a single representative 
body, roughly 3,o00 strong, responsible for the general direétion 
and guidance of library policy. The Trustees, having helped to 
finance the Association during the past three years (£3,100 has been 
paid in grants), have decided to confirm their contingent promise 
of making grants on a diminished scale during the years 1930-32, 
after which it is hoped that the Association will be independent of 
outside help. It is a hopeful sign that the Annual Conference which 
was held in Cambridge in September not only broke all records for 
attendance, but exceeded all previous Conferences in the variety and 
comprehensiveness of its sectional transactions. 
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Books and The Future 
By Georce E. Crarke, Assistant, East Ham Public Libraries. 


To the book lover, the subjeé& of books is ever Stimulating. Perhaps 
the reason is that books do, at any rate, achieve something. A book 
can be good, bad, absorbing, stimulating, exciting, nauseating, erotic, 
colourless, but as a book it exists intimately. Life, on the contrary, is 
elusive, inconstant and at the end unknowable. Books, to some, are 
sacred and to be treated reverently and with awe. To others, books 
are good companions which bring joy and a sense of well-being. 
Yet again to others, books are a phenomenon which can bring forth 
strange, unaccountable, tingling, coveted sensations. There they are 
on the shelves waiting to be taken down and opened to reveal their 
secrets for the asking. And while there are men who can sit and 
wonder, so long will there be peace in the world. 

It is late in the day to attempt a classification of books. In any 
case it would be futile for there will always be books to defy the 
classifier. Who can say that books of knowledge are not books of 
power and vice versa? Yet of one thing we are quite sure, and 
that is that there are books avd books. Also, argue as you will, books 
do have an influence on life, and it is this influence that I wish to 
discuss. It is a narrow view of librarianship that insists that our 
business is simply to provide books. It is certainly the business of the 
bookseller and commercial librarian, but if democracy is not a mockery 
surely the obligations of nobility have fallen on our shoulders. 

In this discussion of the influence of books let us consider 
first the question of fi€tion. Much has been said and written on this 
topic but the real problem seems to have been evaded. I am not so 
much concerned, at this point, with the question of how the rate- 
payers’ money shall be spent, but rather with the effect of excessive 
and continued novel reading on the part of a race of people. To 
simplify the argument let us confine ourselves to that better class of 
fiction which most critics would regard as art. 

Far be it from me to rush in with definitions of art and aesthetic- 
ism when there are such as Roger Fry and Clive Bell ready to oblige, 
but I think I am in line with modern interpretation when I suggest 
that aestheticism in art and literature is essentially sensual. By that 
I mean that the whole justification of art lies in the sensation and the 
emotions which it arouses and thus is akin to sexual experience. If 
this be so then I come to the only provocative statement that I have 
to make. Indulgence in art is (as has long been suspected) as doubt- 
ful in its effects as is physical indulgence. If this is so with regard to 
“good” art, what the result is of the inferior brand I will leave to the 
imagination. 

It is on such arguments as the foregoing that I would base my 
condemnation of large fiction issues. Through no fault of our own 
practically every library in the Kingdom is being misused and the 
result is that the greater part of the population is becoming erotic. 
By erotic I mean spiritually weary, incapable of being interested 
in the outside world except in so far as it will provide further sensuous 
stimulus. It was such that caused the fall of Rome. 
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I, personally, am a lover of art in all its forms, and it is because 
I am jealous of its welfare that I am pained to see it abused. It is not 
art and literature which enrich life but—a vital difference—life which 
enriches art and literature. 

To discuss non-fiction books is to discuss the remedy for the 
present state of affairs. Far-sighted librarians have realised this for 
some time and have been endeavouring to create, through the medium 
of the book, an intelligent interest in the outside world. Publishers 
and authors are beginning to help in what is probably the greatest 
task that civilisation has ever attempted, and on the result depends, 
I believe, the fate of democracy in this country. Educational authori- 
ties, who for so long have lived in the clouds, are at last getting to 
grips with the problem, and in this task the librarian will, if he merits 
it, become increasingly recognised as the chief book expert. The 
book is the only means civilisation has for pooling her intellectual 
resources. The method is not perhaps ideal: it is a one-sided affair 
whereas true wisdom is best obtained through discussion. Neverthe- 
less it is doubtful whether it is either possible or desirable for this 
world to be ideal : I have long lost any illusions on that score. In the 
last resort, nature is always prepared to exert effort towards a desir- 
able end and round that fa& must we prepare our plans. 


Railway Bibliography, 1649-1830. 
By R. A. Peppre. 

In the course of compiling a Bibliography of Railways during what 
might be called the experimental period closing with the year in which 
the Liverpool and Manchester Railway was opened, I have come 
across a number of titles of books, pamphlets and maps, but of which 
copies are so rare that I have been unable to locate them. While 
asking librarians and private colleétors to notify me of the existence 
of any of my “ ghosts ” may I ask at the same time that they will 
be good enough to send me notes of any Railway material of my 
period, as there must be a large number which have escaped my 
researches. The list of unlocated items follows :— 


Dadford (T., jun.) Monmouth and Brecon. [A map]. 1792. 

Dadford (T., jun.) Newport and Brecknock. [A map]. 1793. 

Plan of the intended Railway from Sirhowey to Newport. 1801. 

Neue Theorie des Strassenbaues, der Eisenbahnen und Kohlen- 
wagen. Ausd.Engl. 1804. 

Kilmarnock and Troon Plate Railway. Plan. 1807. 


pi Stone Railways. [Plan of Stone Railways]. Ordered by the 
House of Commons to be Reprinted. 1808. 
Calculations of the Benefit of an Iron Road from Berwick to 
Kelso. 1809. 
Crossley (W.) Hay Plate Railway. Plan. 1810. 
Telford (T.) Plan for a Railway from Glasgow to Berwick. 1810. 
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Observations on the Proposed Railway from Bel-Swaines to 
St. Albans. 1817. 


Dixon (J.) Stockton and Darlington Railway. Plan. 1823. 
Report on Railways. 1824. (Liverpool). 
Baader (J. v.) Ueber die neuesten Verbesserungen und die allge- 
meine Einfiihrung d. Eisenbahnen. 1825. 
A Description of the Bath and Bristol Railroad to London. 1825. 
Maclaren (C.) Epitome of “ Scotsman” Articles on Railways. 
1825. 
Overton (—) Railroads. PartI. 1825. 
Publicus. The Stroud and Severn Rail-Road. 1825. 
Sandars (J.) Letter on the proposed Railway between Liverpool 
and Manchester. 4thed. 1825. 
Stuart (R., pseud. i.e., R. Meikleham) A Descriptive History of 
the Steam Engine. 3rd ed. 1825. 
Canterbury and Whitstable Railway Estimates. 1826. 
Nicholson (J.) Le Mécanicien Anglais. 5 vols. 1826. 
Sanderson (H.) On the Superiority of an Edge Railway to a 
Canal. 1826. 
Sopwith (T.) Birmingham and Liverpool Railway. 1826. 
Stevenson (—) Lothian Railway. 1826. 
L’Ecole d’Application du Corps Royal d’Etat Major. Instruction 
sur les Routes, sur les Chemins de Fer, ef. 1827. 
Galloway (E.) History of the Steam Engine. 1827. 
Hill (—) On Railroads generally. 1827. 
Sammlung der Aktenstiicke in Betreff der Ocesterreich. Eisenbahn 
zuischen d. Moldaw u.d. Donau. 1827. 
Statuts de la Société du Chemin de Fer de St. Etienne a Lyon. 
1827. 
Steedman (J.) Report. 1827. 
Stuart (J. R.) History of the Steam Engine. 6thed. 1827. 
Stuart (R.) Histoire descriptive de la Machine 4 Vapeur. 1827. 
Chevalier (M.) Des Interéts Materiels en France. 1828. 
Dupin (Baron C.) Geometrie et Mécanique des Arts et Metiers. 
3 vols. 1828. 
Grainger (T.) and Miller (J.) Report of Expense of extension 
of Railway to Port Dundas. 1828. 
Grainger (T.) and Miller (J.) Report on Railway to conneé 
Lanarkshire Coal Field. 1828. 
| Lardner (D.) Steam Engine. New York, 1828. 
Pechmann (H. v.) Ueber die Verbindung der Donau mit dem 
Main. 1828. 
Rankine (D.) Railways. 1828. 
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Sopwith (T.) Remarks on the Railway Bill. 1828. 
Tredgold (T.) Traité des Machines 4 Vapeur. 1828. 


Coste (—) and Perdonnet (—) Mémoire sur les Chemins 4 
Orniéres. 1829. 

Fournel (—) Mémoire sur le Chemin de Fer de Gray 4 Verdun. 
1829. 

Mellet (—) and Henri (—) Rapport sur le tracé du Chemin de Fer 
de St. Etienne 4 Andrezieux. 1829. 


Mines de Houille d’Epinac et Chemin de Fer d’Epinac. 1829. 

Nicholson (J.) The Operative Mechanic. 2 vols. 1829. 

Oeynhausen (C. v.) and Dechen (H. v.) Ueber Schienenwege in 
England. 1829. 

Pelletan (—) Traité elementaire de physique. 2 vols. 1829. 

Bath and Bristol Railway. Meeting 4th Jan., 1830. 

Grainger (T.) and Miller (J.) Observations on a Railway between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. 1830. 

Howard’s Vade Mecum. Tourist’s Companion from Manchester 
(by the Railway) to Liverpool [A broadside]. 1830. 

Lardner (D.) Popular Leétures on the Steam Engine. 1830. 


List (F.) Nachtrag zum ersten Hefte d. Mittheilungen aus Nord 
Amerika. 1830. 


Live. | and Manchester Railway. Guide to the Tunnels, efc. 
brewsbury, 1830. 

Milnes (J.) Praétical View of the Steam Engine. 1830. 

Nicholson (J.) The Operative Mechanic. 1830. 

Northern Year Book for 1829. 1830. 

Oeynhausen (K. v.) and Dechen (E. H. C. v.) Memoires sur les 
Chemins 4 Orniéres d’Angleterre. 1830. 

Scouller (J.) and Harvie (R.) Edinburgh and Glasgow Junétion 
Railway. Report, 1830. 
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George Stephenson’s Institution 
and its Library“ 


By Atrrep R. Srock, F.L.A., Librarian, The 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, London. 
(Continued. ) 

TExTBOOKS arranged on the Dewey Decimal Classification are kept 
in the front Library ; they cover a wide range of scientific and technical 
subjeés, as the aspeéts and ramifications of engineering are so many. 
Included are works on economics (which is one of the compulsory 
subjeé&ts in the Associate Membership Examination), mathematics, 
geology, physics and mechanics, hydraulics, strength of materials, 
radioactivity, ele€&trical engineering and wireless communication, 
Steam and internal combustion engineering, the foundry and metal- 
lurgy, machine tools, mining, railways, bridges and struétures, canals, 
water-supply, aeronautics and motor cars, chemical technology, fuels, 
sugar and other foods, textile trades, shipbuilding, etc. Bound 
British and American periodicals are kept in the East Annex, Foreign 
periodicals in the West Gallery, Journals of British Societies in the 
West Annex and of American Societies in the East Gallery. Colle&- 
ions of Pamphlets, Trade Catalogues, College Calendars, Societies’ 
Lists of Members, and Direétories are also in the Library. Concen- 
tration within the Library of these means of reference has been the 
policy, i.e., one place to which members may go for information. At 
a sister Institution periodical publications are kept in another room 
upstairs, College Calendars are in the Examinations Department 
there, Lists of Members in their Records Department, and Direétories 
in their Reading Room. But here they are all in one room. Of 
course, keeping these calendars and lists up to date entails consider- 
able work on my assistants who probably think the other way has 


distin& advantages. 

Now as to the inquiries received, these are o oo variety and 
are seldom duplicated. Engineers are more inclined to ask for what 
will be published to-morrow than what was published yesterday, so 
that text-books often are quite valueless, and the use of reference 
indexes to the technical press becomes almost continuous. This 
side of the Library work is being steadily developed and in use are 
“The Engineering Index,” “ Industrial Arts Index,” “ Science 
Abstraéts,” “ Engineering Abstraéts,” ‘‘ Subjeét-Index to Periodicals,” 
“ Institut International du Froid Bulletin of Information on Refriger- 
ation,” “ Technische Zeitschriftenschau,” and the Abstraéts issued 
by the Iron and Steel Institute, Institute of Metals, Institution of 
Petroleum Technologists, etc. Of these the most useful is the 
“ Engineering Index,” the volumes of which contain about 50,000 
references each year to articles and papers in 1,800 journals published 
in 37 countries. 285 of these periodicals are received in the Reading 
Room and 150 are preserved bound in the Library. The Bulletin on 


read at the Joint Meeting of the London and Home Counties Branch 
ofthe Library Associaton and A.S.L.L.B. on March 25th, 1931. 
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GEORGE STEPHENSON 
9 June, 1781—12 August, 1848. 
First President, 1847-48. 


Facsimile of signature to Minutes of General Meeting, 
27 October, 1847. 
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Refrigeration is a remarkable bibliography of a restricted subjeét, for 
it contains nearly 2,000 good abstracts per year with an annual index. 


Almost any volumes are lent from the Library (except those of a 
reference character such as diétionaries and directories), about one- 
third going through the post, the period allowed being fourteen days. 
If not then returned a reminder by registered letter is sent and books 
may be replaced at the borrower’s expense if not returned within seven 
more days. 

In regard to the loan of books, some borrowers have a curious 
objection to return books or to be reminded. Many psychological 
details have impressed themselves on my mind over this matter, but a 
recital of borrowers’ characteristics might perhaps be regarded as 
offensive to those whose help is my chief objeét in life. The psychology 
of the subjeé is nevertheless of considerable interest, and some 
deductions could be drawn from its study. 

This lending from what is really a reference library would horrify 
many of the Librarians present, and indeed it is often a grave disadvan- 
tage when searching. The Institution of Civil Engineers and the 
Institution of Eleétrical Engineers maintain duplicate colleétions 
for lending, but this ideal costs money and, worse Still, space. We 
save a large amount of both. 

Although the members have open access to the shelves searches 
are usually made by the staff, who are naturally more familiar with the 
Library’s resources. It is often possible to supply in one minute 
information which might not be found by the inquirer himself 
in a day, and indeed for which he often has searched elsewhere. Of 
course, there are a few secretive folk who will not fully explain what 
they want—they are the losers by it. That is a situation familiar to all 
Librarians ; indeed, one of the qualifications most needed for the 
profession is ability in finding out, or even uncannily sensing, the 
requirements of callers. 

There are card catalogues of books and pamphlets by subjects 
and authors. Additions are published in a monthly Journal with brief 
reviews by the Librarian. These are cut up and used on the cards. 
The subjects are arranged alphabetically in the catalogue with plentiful 
cross references. This serves as a relative index to the books and 
pamphlets on the shelves, where the arrangement is, as I have said, 
on the Dewey Decimal system. At the last ASLIB Conference a 
paper was read by two eminent authorities condemning alphabetical 
cataloguing, but, stating my own opinions for what little they may 
be worth, I think that for easy use an alphabetical subjeé is better 
than a Decimal system in many cases of catalogues solely intended for 
use in British Libraries. Even the assertion that an alphabetical 
method rules out its international application, which was the principal 
point of the paper referred to, is not entirely made out, for the 
‘‘ Engineering Index ” covers eighteen languages in its purely alpha- 
betical arrangement—surely that is an international application. 
Dewey is excellent for the shelves, but needs the key of the alphabetical 
relative index. 

Book seleétion is provided by the compilation of a book-list 
each month which contains the suggestions of the Librarian, revised 


ief 


ful 


cal 
1ay 
ter 


pal 
the 
ha- 


-list 
ised 


Tue Lrsrary WorLD 291 


= 


THE INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS 
Lrsrary (First Floor). 


by the recommendations of the Editor of a foremost engineering jour- 
nal, and placed before the Library Committee, whose views are often 
of great help. No attempt is made to obtain everything published, 
for much of it is poor or redundant—proof that some authors’ copy is 
found in their copying of mistakes. Every endeavour, however, is 
made to secure the best books. 


Of late years the question of space has become urgent, and this is 
perhaps worth discussing as a matter of principle. I may be wrong, 
but I think Librarians in this country try to keep everything, but is this 
policy not partly due to a disinclination to undertake the responsible 
and difficult work of revision ? In libraries whose shelf accommodation 
is limited, revision is essential if efficiency is to be sustained. Here 
we need an up-to-date working tool rather than a museum. A mass 
of useless dead material merely encumbers, but the retention of 
valuable old works is, of course, of great importance ; these are known 
as the quick in the dead. Long experience in the reference work of 
the particular library must be the principal guide. In some libraries 
historical matter is of importance, whereas in others only up-to-date 
information is needed. In some American libraries weeding is regular 
and drastic. A discussion of the subjeé& will be found in a book 
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published by the American Library Association in 1930 entitled 
‘ REFERENCE Work,” by James I. Wyer, price $2.50. 


The Library contains no really old books, but some seventeenth 
century works can be quite interesting, ¢.g., ‘“ MATHEMATICAL 
Macick,” by J. Wilkins, Lord Bishop of Chester, which discusses 
the possibilities of submarines and aviation—note that this was in 
1680. In his flying chariot the motive power was to be manual, 
and he added that if it were made big enough to carry sundry persons, 
together each in their several turns successively could labour in the 
causing of motion. I should sot have booked a place, although he 
pre )posed a visit to the moon in this vehicle. I do not think it would be 
nice to labour in the causing of motion from here to the moon. 
Another cleric writing at the same period was the Jesuit Father 
Schotti, whose “ TecHnica Curtosa Stve MirasiLia Artis” also 
describes a submarine. 

In a Library of this character, of course, we do not touch many 
interesting aspects of Public Library work, e.g., drama, humour, fiction, 
yet we do meet all these subjects at times. I have heard of a Public 
Librarian being asked by a child for a book on tortures and on the 
horrified official asking why it was wanted the child replied, “ Well, 
we've got one in our garden and ’e a’int well.” A small boy greatly 
interested in lepidoptera, searched in a catalogue for moths and 
butterflies and found Hinrs ro YouNG Morn-srs”’; he rather 
astonished the assistant who wondered why a boy should want hints 
to young mothers ! 

You may think such humorous incidents absent from our dry 
and serious lives here—not at all. A researcher was sent here by an 
assistant in a famous technical library for references to a journal 
named—what do you think—Isrp! And he had been referring shere 
to the files of the Journal of the Institute of Metals, which was the 
publication required. The staff rather enjoy seeing letters addressed 
by typists to the Lib/rian—really I don’t deserve it. Taking down a 
work by Sir William Willcocks, the famous irrigation engineer, who 
lived amongst the Arabs, I find an Arab anecdote :—*‘ Poor Hassan 
lay dying, and, sending for his favourite wife, said to her: ‘ Fatma, I 
shall die happy if you will promise not to marry Suleyman when I am 
dead. He is a bad man and will make you very unhappy.’ * You may 
die perfectly happy, my dear husband,’ she replied, ‘ For I have already 
promised to marry Ishmael the day it pleases Allah to take you.’ ” 
What finer piece of humour to rejoice the hearts of married men have 
you in your Public Libraries ? 


And even the breath of drama blows i into the Library occasionally 
—and not in fiction either. I have heard tales of shootings and poison- 
ings from men who have been on foreign contraéts, and a member 
who dropped his revolver licence on the floor told me he had always 
to go armed on his contra¢ts. Another laid an innocent looking cane 
on the table—it was made of solid steel and a blow from it would have 
laid out a prize-fighter. The drama of state processions passing the 
building also occurs—could you have anything more touching than 
Edward VII.’s little terrier and his charger, with its empty saddle, 
as soldiers led them by in their master’s funeral procession. 
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WESTERN ANNEXE OF LIBRARY 
(First Floor). 


People seeing me classifying books, card-indexing, reviewing, 
and searching, sometimes commiserate with me on the boring nature 
of the work—but they need not. It is infinitely varied and brings one 
into touch with many interesting people—from perpetual motion 
maniacs up to the most eminent engineers in the land. Engineers are 
wonderful people for whom to work—they can build the mighty 
Sydney Harbour Bridge or a balance so fine that it can weigh a man’s 
soul at the moment of death. Our Past-President, Mr. Loughnan 
Pendred, Editor of “‘ THe ENGINEER,” was asked at the Institution’s 
Summer Meeting last year if he had met with a machine to shew 
__ a man is telling a lie. His reply was “ Oh, yes, I married one! ” 
0 did I. 


Our very existence is dominated by the Work of engineers during 
the last two hundred years, and to live amongst them is a privilege 
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View FROM Lisprary WINDOW. 


and a delight. May they take a greater part in the government of the 
empire. 

In conclusion may I say how glad I am that General Mowat is 
in the Chair for this meeting. The Librarian in an engineering institu- 
tion is responsible to the Secretary, and no Librarian has had so much 
support in putting his house in order as I have had from General 
Mowat. As a result the Library has become a valuable part of the 
institution’s activities. As Chairman of ASLIB he also devoted his 
influence to the cause of special libraries with wonderful energy, and 
ASLIB has had much for which to thank him. 


Personal News 


Harotp Hamer, F.L.A., Deputy Librarian, Bolton, to succeed Mr. 
Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., F.L.A., as Chief Librarian of Bolton. 


Wrtrrep Smirn, F.L.A., Chief Assistant, Central Lending Library, 
Bolton, to be Deputy Librarian. 


|  & 
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Roneo Lrsrary EquipMeNt, AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY. 


Arcurtect : A, Mircuez, F.R.1.B.A. 


STEEL LIBRARY EQUIPMENT 


SHELVING 


COUNTERS 


GALLERIES 


STAIRWAYS 


LIBRARY PLANNING 


We are ready at all times to collaborate 
with librarians and will submit, without 
any obligation, preliminary plans for 
their requirements. During the past 
twenty years we have equipped a large 
number of libraries, the most important 
of which were the Agricultural College, 
Cambridge; Armstrong College, New- 
castle ; University of London ; Leicester 
Library ; Westminster Library; British 
Medical Association, London; National 
Library of Wales, Aberystwyth. 


Art Metal Equipment Dept. 
5-11 Holborn, London, E.C.1 


WILL 
NOT 
BURN 
WARP 
OR 
CRACK 


ECONOMISES 
STORAGE 
SPACE 


BOOK LIFTS 
TROLLIES MINIMISES 
FIRE RISKS 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 
THINGS IN GENERAL. 

It is courteous of you to invite me, who am almost a Stranger, 
to participate in this extraordinary correspondence in The Library 
World. \ have often wondered how you and your correspondents, 
who appear to disagree on so many matters yet have a fundamental 
agreement in that you all appear to be devoted to librarianship, 
manage month after month to find topics that are interesting. I 
remember the late Sir John MacAlister once said to me that the 
only library literature he now read was “ Letters on Our Affairs,” 
and that strange tribute from a man who was perennially young 
always recurs to me when I see this magazine. Because you have 
always seemed an old man to me, despite your occasional sallies which 
appear to disprove it. As you have asked me, in a sort of portmanteau 
fashion, to write ‘on things in general,” I cannot refrain from a 
first remark on the changes in the world of libraries since, thirty 
years ago, I came to London. You, like your most interesting 
opposite in this correspondence, Saphenes, hate London—or seem 
to; why, I don’t know. Perhaps it is some reflection, quite uncon- 
scious, of the old envy provincials used to feel of the Londoner. 
This they expressed by affirming that ‘ London is really so provincial.” 
They may be right; Devonshire is probably more English than 
Middlesex ; but whether it is more fitted to be the centre of British 
library life, 1 am unable to say. Possibly Mr. Tapley-Soper thinks 
it is. 1 should like him even better than I do now if he does. But 
thirty years ago, indeed until before the War, London was the centre 
of our profession. Its personnel in libraries was strong and articulate, 
if sometimes a little too tolerant of the intoleration of some of the 
great provincial chiefs ; but I seem to remember that you once cited 
the names of the men who then ruled, and one of the youngsters 
replied that ‘‘ we are as good as they and a good deal better,” which 
was emphatic, even if it did not close the argument. 

THose Days 
seem now very, very far in the dim past, when we climbed the Stairs 
at the London School of Economics and listened to leétures on 
Bibliography by the gentleman who happily still survives in vigour 
as Professor A. W. Pollard; on Cataloguing by J. Henry Quinn, 
who Still lectures, I see, at the University School of Librarianship ; 
to Jast on Classification, and to J.D.B. on Administration. What 
a galaxy of teachers! I, who was a fairly elderly pupil even then, 
regarded them all with a reverence which seems to be wholly unknown 
to post-war students. Then, there had just grown up a small but 
lively association in the L.A.A., with B. L. Dyer and later Roebuck 
and then Sayers as its secretaries, who with Peddie, Meaden Roberts, 
Soper, Chambers, Thorne, Coutts, Hugh Smith, and the two J.D.’s 
(Stewart and Young), as well as Hogg, and somewhat later Bolton, 
were enquiring, urging and building. Many of them, thanks be, 
are as active as ever; some, alas, and not the least of them, carry on 
library studies, I hope, in the Elysian Fields. These, librarians and 


assistants had 
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Two Great INCENTIVES, 


which required their faith, courage and labour. These were, of course, 
to remove the penny rate limit, which closed then every avenue of 
advance ; and to settle which of the two systems, open access or 
some form of indicator, should control libraries. To-day both issues 
have been decided, although both may be fought again on different 
lines. (Have you thought of that ?). But open access, children’s 
libraries, le&tures, bulletins, reading lists and class-catalogues, all 
existed before the War; for example, Herne Hill Library, London, 
and Islington Central were the two best planned o.a. libraries in 
England ; the best bulletin was the Croydon one—although Finsbury 
ran it close—; no post-war public library catalogue approaches that 
of the Bishopsgate Institute Catalogue of about 1903, the Newcastle 
class lists have not been equalled either, and the Islington Seleé 
Catalogue of 1905 is still a model. Cardiff and Islington, with such 
libraries as the Walton branch at Liverpool, had splendid children’s 
libraries, which all later ones have copied more or less. There were 
library le€tures at Nottingham, Cardiff, Leeds, Liverpool, Croydon, 
Brighton, and in dozens of other places. All, years before the War. 
When I read the remarks of the fledglings of librarianship I gape at 
their unawareness of the source from which they spring. But 
to-day 
LonDON Is A Back Numser, 
without influence, except possibly through the library school. This 
is a temporary State of affairs and is salutary. London librarians of 
to-day no longer in the bulk attend meetings, read papers, write or 
invent anything. It is their own affair and fault that all the sap of the 
movement has sunk into root in Scotland. I suppose I am to blame 
with the rest of us. In looking back I often wonder if the obstacles 
we had to face in youth were not good for us; their removal has 
brought a malaise that will not let us settle to good work. I hope 
Iam wrong. I do see 
Goop S1GNs 


in the modern attempts at co-operation ; the National Central Library 
with its regional schemes and its outliers—beastly word for a fine 
thing—; and the union catalogue of London reference libraries. 
These, amongst others. I even see some good at times in 
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although it makes sad reading as a rule for those who knew it when 
Dyer, Rivers, Smith and Purnell edited it. You seem to have some such 
feeling, too, but you are more scornful than I am disposed to be. 
These young people are naturally after their own reputation; they 
are more concerned about the sound of their own voices than with 
the advance of librarianship, the status of the profession and the 
shibboleths of our own nonage. What pains me is the lack of 
reverence, self-knowledge and self-control which alone lead life to 
sovereign in power, the materialism, the loss of ideals, the failure 
of hero-worship, without which no progress is sible. The 
atmosphere will pass, of course, and one must not too pained. 
What does 


| 
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Grve Me Pain 

is the curious carrying of lower ideals into the administration of 
libraries. One point only in support of my contention. A librarian’s 
highest duty is in careful, considered, conscientious book selection. 
Yet I read the satisfied declaration of one librarian of some standing 
that he buys by the fifties the works of popular inferior novelists as 
ground-bait for readers; in another quarter I learn that libraries 
place annually a sum of £200 or so with a commercial library which 
in return supplies so many hundreds of volumes of its own selecting. 
These are incredible, but I am assured, true stories. Again I hear of 
one country centre being opened with a library which has been 
selected, classified and catalogued for the “ librarian” (who is one 
of the county council’s minor clerks ca//ed—Heaven help him !|— 
“the county librarian”) by a bookselling firm. What can these 
libraries be like ? What a misuse of public funds all these cases reveal ! 
What an abnegation and denial of the joys and duties of librarianship 
as we knew them! Yet, I am no pessimist. There is a solid mass 
of opinion amongst young and old librarians which is sane, and 
which believes we exist to supply “ the best books to the greatest 
number.” And don’t think, because I have mentioned one example 
of county library work, that I imagine it to be typical. The work of 
Messrs. Wright, Cowley, Barton Eckett and Miss Cooke, to go no 
further than these four, is good enough to disprove such a thought. 
We all have our bad spots or aberrations ; but it is well that we 
should know of them. Point out a few of mine in your next for the 
benefit of my soul. Yours, Amet-Anu $ 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers on Our Arrairs.”—Editor, THe Lisrary Wortp.] 


Library Topics 

[The Editor of Lrsrary would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional interest relating to their Libraries for 
inclusion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial O, 
not later than the firft day of each month.) 


Bacup 
The transformation of the old Mechanics’ Institute into a library 
for public use is now proceeding, and soon the inhabitants of Bacup 
will have the satisfaction of knowing that, at last, they have secured 
one of the amenities which up to recently has been lacking. The 
Co-operative Stores will then transfer their books to the Corporation. 


Bethnal Green 

The Catalogue of Books Added, 1930, to the Bethnal Green 
Public Libraries is a very pleasin, valuable production, and 
exceptional value at a penny. entries are arranged in one 
alphabetical arrangement of authors and main subjects. We would 


The earliest known librarian.”—-See Bushnell, The World’s Earlie 
Libraries, p. 9. 
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su that in future issues the publishers are given, as this is often 
themselves. 


Brighton 

a 7 mangas and additions have recently been made to the 
Public Library. By transferring the Children’s Library, clerical 
offices, and the various staff rooms to the new Administrative Build- 
ings, in North Gate House, which was taken over by the Pavilion and 
Saeeey Committee last year, it has been found possible to make 
considerable additions to the accommodation in the Art Galleries 
and the Library. The old Museum entrance at the north end of the 
Permanent Gallery has recently been built up and the lobby space, 
which is considerable, has been utilised to form a room in which the 
“ Simpkins ” Colle&ion of oil paintings, etc., by Vi&orian artists, 
is now housed. The Committee Room adjoining which used also 
to be the general office for the institution, has now been re-arranged, 
and the colle&tion of water-colours, the majority of which previously 
remained un-hung owing to lack of space, are now on view, and 
open to the public. In the Library, the room on the ground floor 
which has been utilised as the Children’s Library, is being re-decorated 
and will again be utilised as a Magazine Room. i 
have been kept in the Reference Library for many years. The old 
Staff room in the Reference Library is being adapted to accommodate 
the bequest of the late Mr. J. G. Lewis. The bequest was given to 
— books, magazines and periodicals in the Russian, Spanish, 
talian, French and German languages, and of books for the study 
of these languages. The interest on the — will provide a con- 
siderable sum each year for this pu . nucleus colle&tion was 
handed over by the late Mr. Lewis ule his lifetime. 


Burnley 

In addition to the successful iment in Broadcasting at the 
Burnley Library, another venture has made with “ Play-reading.” 
Three plays have been given, and so great was the success that each 
had to be repeated. The readings were “done” by the Burnley 
Drama League, and an attendance of over 1,800 at the performances 


suggests that the experiment will be proceeded with. 
Cambridge 

The March number of the Cambridge Public Library Record and 
Book List is, as usual, very varied and interesting. Mr. Fenton writes 
on “Cambridge Periodicals, 1750-1931,” and Councillor W. H. Swift, 
who is now joint-editor, gives us a Virgilian memory. There is, 
of course, the usual list of additions. 


Darlington 

The Darlington Public Library and Museum Bulletin for April 
opens with an account of the Repairing of the Library 
from which old books re-appear “ as as new—no, better in 


most cases,” and a useful travel article is given, as well as the anno- 
tated new book entries. 
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Finsbury 

Foremost in the new Finsbury Owmarterly Guide for Readers mus 
be mentioned three special items, namely, Mr. Cannon’s “A Dickensian 
Ramble round the Metropolitan Borough of Finsbury”; and two 
lists on Shakes and the Opera, made with special reference to 
the work of Sadler’s Wells Theatre. 


Gateshead 

Local history rightly occupies a foremost place in the new 
Gateshead Library Record—where a fine account of the Park House 
is given. 


Haslingden 

The opening ceremony in connection with a Juvenile Library 
at Haslingden cashire), was performed by a schoolgirl, the 
vote of thanks being also in the hands of a girl and boy. The re- 


organisation of this library, in which Mr. J. W. Singleton (Accrington), 
has had a large share, is being capably carried on by the new librarian, 
Miss Hurd. 
Leeds 

The April Commercial and Technical Library Bulletin is a brief 
account of how to find a book, entitled “‘ Where Your Problem is 
Solved,” with the Dewey Seétions applicable. 
Leicester 

Two illustrations of Egyptian exhibits are given to the Leicester 
Museum, Art Gallery and Library Bulletin for April. 


Lytham St. Annes 
Additions to the existing building at L St. Annes are 
about to be made, and will include an reading-room and 


lending department, together with a new room at the rear of the 
Morecambe 

By arrangement between the Lancashire County Council and 
the Morecambe Town Council, it has been decided to ere& a public 
library and reading room on a central site in the Borough. The 
absorption of an open space was objected to by some residents, but 
as the whole of the available will not be used for the building, 
the unappropriated part will be laid out for public use. 
Sheffield 


The Sheffield Library Bulletin— Books and Readers,” gives vety 
full and excellent lists of the books added to the Reference and Lending 
Library Departments. 

Wallasey 

The new April bulletin of the Wallasey Public Libraries has 

an interesting article on the New Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
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Book-SeleGtion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS 


Wricox (Jerome Kear) United States Reference Publications. A 
Guide to the Current Reference Publications of the Federal 
Government. 8vo, cloth, pp. 96. London, Faxon, 1931. 
(London, Grafton). 6s. 9d. net. 

The compiler of this useful reference work is the Associate Reference Lib- 
rarian of John Crerar Library. The list includes the most important handbooks, 
dire@tories, and other material published by the Federal Government, and these 
documents form an important source for statistics. The work will be, it is hoped, 
continued annually by supplements. 

Tue MunicrpaL YEAR Book: 1931. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxxvi., 1,192. 
London, Municipal Journal, 1931. 19s. 6d. net. 

This large and important work is of essential value to the local 
administrator, and also to the ordinary citizen. In this, the latest , many 
during 1930 are included and discussed. Housing and town-planning are two 
of the urgent queStions raised. 

Boox-Auction Recorps. A Priced and Annotated Quarterly 
Record of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin Book- 
Au&ions. Volume 28. Part 1. March, 1931. 8vo, wrappers, 
pp. 180. London, Stevens, Son and Stiles, 1931. 30s. net per 
annum. 

The records in this first part of Volume 28 of the Colleéors’, Librarians’ 
and Antiquarian Booksellers’ great “ stand-by,” B.A.R., approach 5,000 entries. 
This covers the period of O&ober to December, 1930. The figures speak for them- 
selves. Nobody concerned can afford to do without this publication. 

Soppy (Frederick) Money versus Man. A Statement of the World 
Problem from the Standpoint of the New Economics. Portrait. 
Sm. 8vo, cloth, pp. 122. London, Mathews & Marrot, 1931. 
2s. 6d. net. 

The author has endeavoured to describe and explain the intricate commercial 
machine which appears to be breaking down under the strain of increased mechanical 

. An interesting problem for all those concerned with high finance. 
VERY MaANn’s Own Lawyer. A Handy Book of the Principles of 

Law and Equity. By a Barrister. 61st edition, revised, including 

Legislation of 1930. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 868. London, 

Crosby Lockwood, 1931. 15s. net. 

One of the most important additions in the new edition of fa invaluable 
reference book is the seétion dealing with the Road Traffic A& of 1930. Other 
a&ts which call for special legislation are the Housing A@, wager the Poor 
Prisoners’ Defence Ag t 1930, —— others. Income tax changes and the Closing 
of Barbers’ Shops on Sunday have brought about legal changes and forty new 
cases are commented on, as well as the latest points on cremation, road collisions, etc. 
RICHMOND (Leonard) The Technique of Oil Painting. Illustrated. 

4to, cloth, pp. 144. London, Pitman, 1931. 21s. net. 

The reproduétions in this volume are well worth Studying and the text also 
is very helpful. Old and modern Styles of technique are here laid bare to the 
The idea is to show how every brush-mark explains 
ori 
Nevesuresa. (Karl) and BrerGcen (Claus), Ed. U-Boat Stories. 

Narratives of German U-Boat Sailors. Cr. 8vo, 

cloth, pp. 208. London, Constable, 1 10s. net. 

Unvarnished authentic accounts of the daily li jou tb Abin Stories of 
danger, battle, excitement and sudden death. 
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Pace (Major Victor W.), Ed. Henley’s A.B.C. of Gliding and 
Sailflying. (Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 294. London, 
Chapman & Hall, 1931. ros. 6d. net. 

There has been a large demand for a simple and ical book on the subje& 
of flights without engines, and this work with its diagrams and explanations 
seems fully adequate for its purpose. 

Prrr (Frances) The Intelligence of Animals. Studies in Comparative 
Psychology. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, 
Allen and Unwin, 1931. 15s. net. 

The author is too well known to need any introduétion to our readers. The 
book is an extremely valuable t ten animal life 
end should without doubt be placed in both the adult and janior libraries. 
Jeans (Sir James) The Stars in Their Courses. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 

cloth, pp. xi., 188. Cambridge, University Press, 1931. 5s. net. 

Sir James Jeans recently gave a most interesting series of Broadcast talks with 
the object of interesting listeners who had no scientific knowledge, in the mySteries 
and fascinations of modern Astronomy, as seen through the giant telescopes of 
to-day. This work is an enlargemen these talks and is written in anequally simple 
is for the ond be placed in our public 

aries without hesitation. 

SmirH (Kenneth M.) A Textbook of Agricultural Entomology. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiii., 285. Cambridge, University 
1931. 12s. 6d. net. 

time. Nothing has been written on this subjeé since 1860, with the exception 

Court (H.) and Courr (L.) The Romance of the British Empire 
Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 244. London, Sampson 
Low, (1931). 6s. net. 

The “ Romance ”’ series of books issued by this famous publishing house are 
too well known to need any introduction. This latest one will fey eagerly — 
after in the Juvenile Depts. and librarians will undoubtedly be requiring extra 
copies of this extremely interesting work. 

Ivey (Alan) The Romance of London. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xii., 240. London, Sampson Low (1931). = 6d. ee 

A mof interefting book that one can take up and read a 
is well illustrated with some _ photographs and is alto a A ae 
addition to the colleétion of books on London. 

RicHarpson (A. E.) Geor ~ England. A Survey of Social Life, 
Trades, Industries and Art from 1700 to 1820. Illustrated. 
Royal 8vo, quarter buckram, pp. viii., 202. London, Batsford, 
1931. 21S. net. 

England written around the period 1700-1820. The author is a well-known writer 
on Architetural subjeés and on the social life of the past. He is, moreover, recog- 
nised as one of the greatest living authorities on als pusticular patiod of our 
Daxers (Andrew) The Tragic Queen. A Study of Mary, Queen of 

Scots. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 286. London, 
Hutchinson, 1931. 12s. 6d. net. 

A well written bio; ein: controversial nature. of the inci- 
dents and episodes in the li af axe 
Kirkpatrick (F. A.) A History of the Argentine Republic. With an 

Introdu€tion by Harold Temperley. Royal 8vo, cloth, pp. 
xxvii., 255. Cambridge, University Press, 1931. 15s. net. 
This book has been written to commemorate the centenary of the birth of the 
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Argentine Republic. The author has travelled extensively in the country he has 

written about, and is extremely well acquainted with its uceam Many library 

readers will desire to read this book on account of the visit of H.R.H. The Prince 
of Wales, who opened the great Trade Fair recently. 

THomas (Bertram) Alarms and Excursions in Arabia. With a Preface 
by Sir Arnold T. Wilson. Illustrated. Royal 8vo, cloth, pp. 296. 
London, Allen and Unwin, 1931. 15s. net. 

A great travel book written by a at 
South Arabia. He gives an account of long camel treks and many adventures 
during his journeys into the almost unknown. 

BerrH (Gilbert), Ed. Edward Carpenter. In Appreciation. With 
two portraits. 8vo, cloth, pp. 246. London, Allen & Unwin, 
1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

As ium of memories concerning an outstanding and s thetic 
many-sided view from the pens of his friends, to 
mention but a -_ were Havelock Ellis, his wife, Laurence Housman, J. Ramsay 
MacDonald, W. T. Godfrey, E. M. Forster, Evelyn Sharp, and Henry S. Salt. 
Lerrers OF GEORGE GissING to Members of His Family. Colleéted 

and Arranged by Algernon and Ellen Gissing. Portrait. 8vo, 

cloth, pp. vii., 414. London, Constable, 1931. 6s. net. 

This is a re-issue of the letters which first appeared in 1927. 

Harrison (Henry) Parnell Vindicated. The Lifting of the Veil. 
Portrait. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 447. London, Constable, 1931. 
17S. net. 

Parnell’s story is here re-told from perhaps a more personal point of view 
than in previous biographies, but the claim that the enigma of his i life is solved 
can y be substantiated. Though fresh evidence has become available since 
iis qvents tank lace, the lips of the chief ator in the drama remained sealed 
advantage. 


FICTION. 


Hurston (Ethel) For Ginger’s Sake. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, 
Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 
passion for thrills, de Views” The 
results must of course be read to be appreciated. 
IRonstDE (John) Jack of Clubs. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, 
Nelson, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 
She is devoted to her niece, Nan, 


and has a hard stru is Somerset and there is a Strange haunting 


happiness. 
Jacos (Naomi) “ Seen Unknown...” Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 286. 
London, Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

Leon Hast is an unusual charaéter. All his life he has pursued perfection, 
not only in pi€tures, antiques, furniture and decoration, but in art generally and in 
women. His desire to bring out all that lies latent in the charaéter of Juliet Forbes, 
ftory) and himself. A novel of interplay of character well worth 
Morton (Guy) The Scarlet Thumb-Print. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 

London, Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

A deteétive Story laid in the West Indies, in which several familiar characters 
from “‘ The Perrin Murder Case ’”’ reappear. A chase after stolen diamonds and a 
mad deteétive are features that enhance the excitement. 

Purtiips (H. Lawrence) The Tangle. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 318. London, 

Nelson, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

The story of a quiet village which is not so quiet before the close of the drama. 
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Sarasin (J. G.) Lady and Leader. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, 


Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 
The romance of an English heiress and a French ne’er-do-well at the time 


Tuyrnne (Molly) The Crime at the “ Noah’s Ark.” Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pe: 318. ‘London, Nelson, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 
new deteétive Story by the author of ’‘ The Red Dwarf.” 
Verney (F. E.) The Man with the Black Patch. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp- 286. London, Hutchinson (193 1). 7S. 6d. net. 

The man with the Black Patch (which covers a “ cobalt eye ”’ that is ane 
good when not disguised) is a real he-man who poses as a lounge-lizard. 
astounding adventures in the cause of morality and his attractive Seve same 
with the p ters s daughter, Gladise, make fascinating reading. 


JUVENILE. 


Brake (Gladys) Cornelia’s Colony. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 


258. London, Appleton, 1931. §s. net. 
from a debtors’ prison “ Colony ”’ which Cornelia founds is intended to save 


thirty. Sve familes of former imprisoned de btors from their unfortunate circum- 


(Robert Joseph) The Black Wolf Mystery. Illustrated. Cr, 
8vo, cloth, pp. 242. London, Century Co., 1931. 8s. net. 
A Story of the woods of Alaska, in which wolves and a faithful dog, Cap, 
form an integral part of a trapper’s mystery. 
Houmes (Mabel Dodge) Joan of Arc. The Life Story of the Maid of 
Orleans. With an Introduétion by Edward P. Cheyney. LIllus- 
— 8vo, cloth, pp. xiii., 300. London, R.T.S., 1930. 7s. 6d. 


——" produced for juveniles, giving the old sto everyone 

is clear and the book appeared in good time for the day on which all France 
en eth blue and white flags in honour of the Maid of Orleans. 

Morton (G. F.) Hike and Hero. With an Epilogue by Lord Baden- 
Powell. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 220. London, Sheldon 
Press, 1931. net. 

An incitement to recover some of the (apparent and i 
of the great Elizabethan adventurers. hale awe boy in the * tonie 
school of the hike in the wilds.” 

Reynotps (John Murray) Bugles at Midnight. Illustrated. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 272. London, Appleton, 1931. $s. net. 

A thrilling boy’s Story in which the central fi is the gallant Swamp 
The fought in South Carolina daring the 
form the background for exciting adventures. 

Avery (Harold) A Choice of Chums. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth 

p. 335. London, Nelson (1931). 43s. net.—Avery (Har 

ighway Pirates, or The Secret Place at Coverthorne. Illustrated. 

Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 303. London, Nelson (1931). 2s. 6d. net.— 

(Captain Oswald) The Valley of Mystery. Illustrated. 

Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 280. London, Nelson (1931). 2s. 6d. net.— 

Ta.sor (Ethel) The Smiths of Silver Lane. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 320. London, Nelson (1931). 2s. 6d. net. 

Four excellent juveniles issued by enterprising publishers for boys and girls. 
Bd ager 9m is wonderful at the price and the volumes cannot fail to be popular. 
Three of them belong to the New Series and one to the Peerless Series. 
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BLUNT & SONS LTD, 

For Bookbinding of Sound Construétion 
| and in Attra@ive Styles, with the “‘Ideal”—Guarded 

|| Lits are sent ont periodically of titles of binding (now over 1,000) 


Publishers’ Style 


In Wintecbottom’s Imperial Morocco Cloth or Buckrams, Lettered 
with the Publishers’ Original Brasses and and Designs. 


Our Book Department also i Lists Monthly of Books in Stock, 
bound in these attradtiye 


_G. BLUNT & SONS LTD. 


NORTH ACTON ROAD, HARLESDEN, LONDON, 


Book-Auction Records 
A PRICED AND ANNOTATED QUARTERLY 
- RECORD OF LONDON, EDINBURGH, | 


GLASGOW AND DUBLIN 
BOOK-AUCTIONS. 


The indis to the Current Values of Old Books, 


SUBSCRIPTION, 30/- ast per annum, POST FREE, 


Either in 4 Quarterly Parts, or as a es 
cloth bound Annual Volume. ae 


Henry Stevens Son & Stites 
(Sale Propristors-and Publishers) 
39 GREAT RUSSELL STREET .. .» LONDON, W.c.i 
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ECONOMICAL BOOKBINDING AND 
-_ BOOK SUPPLY For PUBLIC COUNTY 
AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


FIRST IN THE FIELD. 


We were the first Firm to deal specially and widely with Public Library 
Bookbinding. 
We have bound books for Lending Libraries for over fifty years with the 
consequent experience, and we are doing an annually increasing business. 


We paper-lined the folds of weak papers over 20 years ago, and still do, 
but this is only one of many different methods devised to meet the needs of 


various kinds of paper. 


Very stiff thick papers of which many Juvenile books are composed we 
album-joint the leaves with a linen guard at no extra cost. 


With Chivers Bindings you get the best workmanship in every detail. 


It is easy to lower prices but it always means that the Manufacturer has 
to cut out some item to enable him to do it. We could enter into competi- 
tion in this way until presently prices for bookbinding generally would 


become very low but the bindings equally inferior. 


We employ skilled workmen from all over Great Britain, pay Trade Union 
wages and observe their hours. 


Catalogues and Price Lists will be sent post free on application. 


Our Motor Van makes regular journeys to all parts of England and Wales, 
and will call to collect and pack your books upon receipt of a post card. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Booksellers and Bookbinders 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 
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